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Introduction

This paper was typical of previous 9BI0/01 papers with a range of questions from the frequently 
tested specification points and some of the less commonly tested areas. Some of the questions 
that were similar to last year, for example the replication of viruses, were answered to a similar 
level as last year but more candidates were able to apply their knowledge of photosynthesis and 
respiration than in the previous year. Many questions made use of similar command words but 
there was still a significant number of candidates who failed to use the data appropriately to 
explain their answers.

There were a range of responses in the level-based questions with the photosynthesis based 
question outperforming the final question of the paper. Candidates need to remember that if 
they are supplied with data, they are expected to make reference to it in their answer. The 
multiple choice questions were generally answered better than in previous years, although 
surprisingly some candidates struggled to identify the type of substance carried by active 
transport.

The statutory number of maths questions were included in this paper. Many candidates 
demonstrated their ability to manipulate the figures provided in the question and as there were 
fewer questions that were individually worth more marks, there was the opportunity to gain 
more marks from showing some correct steps in their working. Where questions are worth 
multiple marks, candidates need to read the question carefully to use the correct data to carry 
out their calculations.
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Question 1(c)

In this question, candidates were asked to use their knowledge of the transport of molecules

across a membrane into the cytoplasm of the cell. They were expected to identify the differences

in concentrations of the molecules both inside and outside the cell and explain the reasons for

the differences. Many candidates could identify that A was being transported by active transport

and B by diffusion but some could not explain the reason for the levelling off of B with time.
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This clip shows a clear and detailed response by a candidate.

The question asks about the transport of two different molecules and candidates are

expected to identify the methods as well as explain the reasons for the differences in the

rate at which the molecules are transported. In this response, the candidate clearly identifies

the methods of transport of each molecule and the reason for the difference between A and

B. Therefore they scored both marks.

When asked to explain a graph candidates need to ensure that they give a reason for the

trend or trends that they are describing.
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This response demonstrates an example of a candidate who has simply described the data

and not identified the methods of transport being used to carry the molecules into the cell

and therefore they scored zero marks.

Candidates should take care not to just describe data when the command word is explain.
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Question 2(c)(i)

This question assessed the candidates' ability to use the data provided to calculate the efficiency

of energy transfer when given values relating to one molecule of glucose and one molecule of

ATP. Although the values are not the same as the actual values in these molecules, the point of

the question was to assess the manipulation of data and to record an answer to two decimal

places. Although this last part of the instruction was in bold, some candidates lost a mark

because their answer was only recorded to one decimal place.
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This response was clearly laid out and the answer was recorded to two decimal places and

therefore the candidate scored two marks.

Always read the question carefully to see if you have to record your answer to a certain

degree of precision.
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This candidate correctly calculated the energy in 36 molecules of ATP but made an error

with the next stage of the calculation and therefore only gained one mark.

Always include all working as there may be marks awarded even if the final answer is not

correct.
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Question 2(c)(ii)

This question had a tariff of one mark and many candidates correctly identified that the energy 
was lost as heat. Some listed more than one reason for there being less than 100% efficiency 

but this was not necessary.

10 GCE Biology B 2506 9BI0 01



Many candidates correctly identified that the energy was lost as heat, as demonstrated in

this response so this candidate gained one mark.

A question worth one mark does not need more than one reason in the response.
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Unfortunately this was not quite enough to gain the mark as the candidate needed to

suggest that the energy would be lost as heat energy and therefore they did not get any

credit.
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Question 3(a)

In this question, candidates were expected to identify the role of the host cells being used in viral

replication. Many gave coherent answers to the question, demonstrating a clear understanding of

the need for specific host cells.
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This is an example of a typical candidate response.

The candidate here gains one mark for identifying that the virus needs a specific cell with

complementary receptors to attach (in this case they use the word bind) to, in order to carry

out replication.

Use clear scientific terms when answering the question.
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There is not enough detail here and the use of the terminology is a little muddled so no

marks were awarded.

Candidates should be clear on the role of the host cell in replication.
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Question 3(b)

This question was worth two marks but many candidates simply focused on the temperature and

linked this to enzymes. It needed to be clear that the temperature was important for the enzymes

in the host cell. Many overlooked the part of the question that referred to "a few days".
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In this response the candidate has clearly identified the two aspects of the question; that the

temperature needs to be suitable for the cell enzymes and that a time delay is needed for

the viruses to assemble and so they gain full marks.

Take care to read the question through thoroughly and identify all aspects of the question.
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In this example the candidate has not made the link to enzymes or the time delay. The 
candidate has realised that temperature should not be too high or low but there is no 
scientific explanation as to why and no reference to time, and so scored zero marks.
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This candidate has realised that the temperature is important for the host cells but not 
mentioned enzymes and also talked about the virus growing in the host cells. They do 
not gain any of the mark points.

Make sure that candidates understand how viruses use the host cell to replicate.
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Question 3(c)

This question related to the flow chart of the process of viral replication and extraction. The mark 
tariff was three and assessed the candidates' ability to apply their knowledge to a process that 
they were unfamiliar with by using familiar knowledge from the specification. The question asks 
candidates to identify why cells would not be present and why viruses would. Many only 
referred to one or the other which limited the number of marks they gained.
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This was a rare response that related to all three mark points and therefore gained three

marks.

When a question relates to a diagram, ensure that you use this to answer the question.
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This response was typical of many candidates who had realised that the cells would have

been used in the replication of the virus and therefore have lysed and not be in the filtrate.

This response gained one mark.

If there are multiple marks for a question, candidates should aim to make more than one

distinct point.
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In this response the candidate has identified the purpose of the filtration unit and why

viruses would be present but not why cells would not be present.

Read the whole question carefully to identify the detail that is required in the answer.
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Question 4(a)(ii)

In this question candidates were supplied with examples of molecules and asked to draw part of

a membrane. Some candidates did not read how many phospholipids they should include and

did not understand how the cholesterol should be embedded within the membrane. Many

gained the first mark point but fewer placed the cholesterol correctly.
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This response includes the required 12 phospholipids, the protein channel spanning the

membrane and a cholesterol molecule with the correct orientation and therefore gained

two marks.

When candidates are asked to draw structures, they should read instructions carefully and

use the key that is provided on the question paper.
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This example demonstrates how important it is to include the correct number of items in a

drawing. The candidate only included 10 phospholipids so could not access mark point 1

and also drew the cholesterol molecule spanning the membrane. They therefore gained

zero marks.
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This response also gained two marks - it did not matter that the cholesterol was drawn at

the end. The candidate had followed all instructions and used the key correctly.

Take care to draw diagrams clearly and neatly.
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Question 4(a)(iii)

This question was a simple recall of the knowledge of the use of channel proteins within a

membrane. Many could identify that facilitated diffusion was the process being used and could

give an example of a molecule but there was some confusion with polar and non polar

molecules.
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Candidates needed to identify a type of molecule that would be transported through a

channel protein. This response identified both large and charged molecules and the correct

process of facilitated diffusion and therefore gained both marks.

Candidates should take care to not confuse channel proteins with carrier proteins.
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This response identified the corrrect type of molecule but failed to identify facilitated

diffusion and therefore only gained one mark.

Candidates should be able to distinguish between facilitated diffusion and diffusion.
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Question 4(b)(i)

This question assessed candidates' ability to form conclusions when given several sets of data on

a graph. Many could see the link with permeability and temperature but some got confused with

the link to the presence or absence of cholesterol and the permeability.
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This response clearly identified 2 conclusions and therefore gained both marks available.

Candidates should not feel that they have to fill all available space when they answer a

question.
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This candidate correctly identified that the permeability of the membrane increased 

with increased temperature but did not read carefully from the graph what trend was 

being shown with regards to cholesterol and therefore gained only one mark.

Candidates should not make incorrect assumptions from looking at the pattern of the lines

on the graph.
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Question 4(b)(ii)

In this question, the candidates were expected to refer to a specific point on the graph and 
explain why the permeability would be lower. Some read the word temperature and gave 

a generic answer about the effect of temperature on permeability but did not relate this to 

what was occuring at point P only.
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This clearly identifies the link to low kinetic energy of phospholipids and the reduced ability

of molecules to pass through the membrane and therefore they gained both marks.
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This response has clearly referred to the specific point on the graph and correctly identified

the link to low kinetic energy and the fact that this would lead to phospholipids moving less

and that rates of diffusion would be slower. The response is not as clearly written as the

previous one but still gained two marks.

Candidate should know the details of the components of membranes and the factors that

affect their ability to allow substances to pass through them.

36 GCE Biology B 2506 9BI0 01



Question 5(b)

This question assessed candidates' ability to use ratios and select the correct data to calculate the 
minimum number of girls born with Turner syndrome. As it was number of people, it was 
expected that the answer would be as a whole number. Many did this well whilst others 

calculated the first step correctly but then did not use the second piece of data in the appropriate 

way.

This response shows one of the correct answers of 120. If they rounded down their final value 
and gave 119, this was also credited with full marks.
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This response used the ratio correctly and also calculated the minimum number of girls

born with TS and so gained two marks.

Always set out working clearly in a multi step calculation.
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This candidate carried out the first part of the calculation correctly but used the wrong value

for the second part and calculated the maximum number of girls born with TS rather than

the minimum. They gained one mark for the first part of their calculation.

Always show working for any calculations worth more than one mark.
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Question 5(c)(i)

In this question, candidates needed to make it clear that they understood that a vaccine would

trigger an immune response and this would lead to higher numbers of antibodies and therefore

those girls would need to be excluded from the investigation. Many understood there was an

immune response but they needed to explain that the numbers of lymphocytes would be higher,

not just present and that this would invalidate the results.
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This response is clearly explained and was awarded three marks. The candidate has 
identified the fact that there would be a specific immune response, has stressed several 
times throughout the response the consequences of this.
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This response gained the alternative mark point for immune response as they identified that 
memory cells would be present, but there was no indication of more lymphocytes 

as lymphocytes would be present anyway or impact on the results, and therefore 

this candidate gained only one mark.
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Question 5(c)(ii)

In this response, candidates had to use standard deviation values from a table and understand

that where the values did not overlap, this would make the results significantly different. There

was quite a lot of data to assimilate but only one set of values had an overlap. This question was

assessing AO2 data skills. Unfortunately if the incorrect feature was identified, no marks would be

scored.
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This candidate correctly identifies standardised height score and that significant difference

is because the standard deviations do not overlap.
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This response is included because it gained two marks. The candidate has clearly shown 
that they have determined which values do not overlap by including their working. This 
would have gained the second mark even if they had not stated that the error bars do not 
overlap.

When determining whether or not standard deviations overlap, it can be a good idea to 

show your working.
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There are no marks for this response. The incorrect feature is identified and the candidate

does not understand what is meant by significant difference between values.
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Question 5(c)(iii)

This question asked candidates to use the data provided to form conclusions that could be made 
about the two groups of girls. Some candidates only looked at the data for those with Turner 
syndrome and others only described the results and therefore gained no marks. If candidates 
looked at the standard deviation values that were provided, they would have noticed that all the 
values for the two groups overlapped and therefore this was a valid conclusion that could be 
made. As the question was worth two marks, another suitable statement needed to be made in 

addition to that to gain all the marks on offer.
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This response has picked out some of the differences but not made distinct conclusions and

therefore gained no marks.

A conclusion needs to be different to a simple description of some of the results.
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This response gained two marks for the first three lines where they compared the levels of

the immunological markers in the two groups but they also would have gained a mark for

stating that all of the standard deviation values overlap.

If standard deviation values are supplied, you will be expected to refer to them in your

answer.
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Question 5(c)(iv)

In this question, candidates were asked to extend the study that had been carried out in the 
previous question. Ideally they should be using the same groups of girls but this time categorising 
them so that each of the two groups were subdivided into those with and without an 
autoimmune disease. However, the key thing here was to look at the link between raised levels of 
T regulatory cells and girls with TS and an autoimmune disease, and those with TS and no 
autoimmune disease. Some candidates read the question carefully but others missed the 
point of the question and did not extend the previous study or state what was being compared 
and so scored no marks.
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This answer has clearly used the groups necessary to gain a mark and then stated the levels

of T regulatory cells would be compared and so scored two marks.

When asked to design or extend an experiment, candidates should read the information

provided carefully.
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This response is along the right lines but they have failed to say that the levels of cells would

be compared and therefore they only scored one mark.
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Question 6(a)(ii)

This was a straighforward recall question and the only answer that was acceptable was

photolysis.
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This candidate has clearly named the reaction as photolysis.

The command word name does not require a description.
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This response was too broad. The only acceptable answer was photolysis.

The light dependent reaction was not what we were looking for here. This gained no marks.
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Question 6(a)(iv)

Candidates were asked to write the equation for the generation of ATP through phosphorylation.

This was done accurately by many candidates but some wrote incomplete equations or used an

incorrect arrow.
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This response is written correctly and gains the mark.
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The equation is incomplete therefore no marks awarded.
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Question 6(b)(i)

In this question candidates were assessed on their ability to read the correct data from a graph 
and then work out how many times faster Chlorella grew in alternating periods of light and 

dark. Many candidates only read the value for day 14 and divided this by 14 and therefore 

could gain credit for the second part of the question but would not gain full marks. The 

question also required candidates to give their answer to two significant figures which some 

failed to do.
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The candidate has read the two correct figures from the graph and subtracted 0.5 from 18.5.

They have then worked out the rate and how many times faster this was than those grown

in natural light. They also have given their answer to two significant figures so gain both

marks.

Always show working clearly.
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This candidate has only read the highest value from the graph but as they have calculated 
the second part of the answer correctly, they gain one mark.
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Question 6(b)(ii)

Candidates were provided with data on the growth of Chlorella grown in different light conditions.

They were asked to explain the observations made, using their subject knowledge of

photosynthesis and growth curves. Many candidates were unable to relate the appearance of the

cells to the quantities of photosynthetic pigment present and struggled to give reasons for the

dark green cells reaching the death phase earlier than the light green cells. Some candidates gave

an extensive narrative on the light independent reaction which was not being assessed in this

question. There were some good explanations of the stationary and death phases.

This is an example of a very good response by a candidate.
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This candidate has not only explained the dark green cells but also referred to the stationary

phase and given reasons for the death phase and therefore scored full marks.

Candidates should provide explanations for all the observations provided in a table or

graph.
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This candidate gained three marks for explanation of the pigments, stationary phase and

death phase but no reasons were provided for why the dark green culture reached the

death phase earlier than the light green culture.

This is a more typical response:
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This response is included to demonstrate how many candidates went into extensive detail

on photosynthesis which was not the point of the question. They gained marks for

identifying the stationary phase and explaining the death phase only.

When provided with data, explain the data, do not focus on including everything that might

be relevant to the question.
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Question 6(b)(iii)

In this question many candidates could identify the fact that Chlorella provided a source of several

photosynthetic pigments but they did not go on to relate this to why this would be of use to

generate electricity in a solar cell. It was important that they explained that several pigments

would lead to more light being absorbed than an organism with fewer photosynthetic pigments.
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This is an example of a good response that related the variety of pigments to the use of

Chlorella to generate electricity. It gained all three marks.

Read the whole question carefully to make sure you give a complete answer.
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This response also gained three marks and was coherently written.
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This was a more typical response where the candidate identified that the Chlorella was a

good source of pigments but they need to relate more clearly the use to a solar cell. We

were looking for expressions such as more or maximum light absorbed or electricity

generated, ie they needed to be clear that these pigments would be better than an organism

with fewer pigments. This response scored one mark.
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Question 7(a)(i)

There were many variations of responses for this calculation. Many only did the calculations for

alveoli in one lung or presented their answers to the wrong degree of magnification and

therefore could not gain full marks. Some candidates could assimilate all the data appropriately

and factored in two lungs as well as managing to convert their data into m2 .
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This response demonstrates what we would expect from candidates. This candidate gains

full marks and has set out their workng clearly.

Always show working clearly.
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This candidate has only calculated the area of one lung but their answer is in the correct

order of magnitude and therefore they were awarded two marks.
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Question 7(a)(ii)

In this question, candidates were assessed on their knowledge of the importance of surface area.

This was an AO1 question, testing knowledge of biological processes. Many could relate increased

surface area to increased rates of diffusion but failed to then link this to improving aerobic

respiration which was the second available mark point.
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This candidate has explained that a greater surface area would lead to more oxygen

diffusion so more respiration can take place. The enhanced respiration is qualified because

they state that more ATP would be generated. This response scored two marks.
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This candidate has just got a mark for an increased rate of gas exchange but metabolic

processes is too vague.
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Question 7(a)(iii)

Many candidates did not understand the purpose of the fluid inside the alveoli even though this

was aimed at C and E grade candidates. Most commonly, they were able to state one reason such

as the oxygen being able to dissolve, aiding diffusion or to prevent the alveoli from collapsing.
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This answer clearly gives two reasons for the presence of the fluid in the alveoli.
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This answer also clearly gives two reasons for the presence of the fluid in the alveoli.
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This response has gained none of the mark points.

82 GCE Biology B 2506 9BI0 01



Question 7(b)

This question required candidates to use information given in a diagram and apply their 
knowledge of gas exchange surfaces to an unfamiliar organism. Many were able to recognise that 
the single layer of cells would mean a shorter diffusion distance but failed to refer to the steeper 
concentration gradient as indicated by the flow of water through the ostia and that the shape of 
the organism, not the individual gaps would lead to a large surface area. Flagella were credited in 
one of two ways; either as increasing surface area or increasing the water flow through the 
sponge. References to blood were commonly seen, demonstrating that candidates were simply 
recalling knowledge rather than using the information that they were supplied with.

GCE Biology B 2506 9BI0 01 83



84 GCE Biology B 2506 9BI0 01



This canddidate gained three marks for referring to single layer of cells, the concentration

gradient through the ostia and the flagella in the body cavity.

Candidates should try to refer to all of the features shown in the diagram in their answer.
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This response also gains full marks for the single layer of cells, flagella and ostia ensuring a

high concentration gradient.
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This candidate only got credit for linking the single layer of cells to a shortened diffusion

distance.

Carefully read any information on diagrams that you are provided with.

GCE Biology B 2506 9BI0 01 87



Question 7(c)

There was a lot of information to assimilate in the two graphs and candidates needed to explain

that information, not just simply describe what they could see. They were expected to relate the

need for the different gas exchange structures depending on whether the frog was living in water

or in air. The best candidates could link the information from the two graphs and see that the

skin was important at all stages of the frog life cycle, including being most important for carbon

dioxide release.
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In this response the candidate has explained the use of the skin, gills and lungs at different

stages in the life cycle and gained four marks.

Candidates should ensure that they do not simply repeat the data when asked to explain

changes taking place in a graph or graphs.
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This is another example of a response that gained full marks.

GCE Biology B 2506 9BI0 01 91



In this response the candidate gained mark point 1 only. They got confused with surface

area to volume ratio and did not relate the lungs to taking in oxygen from the air.
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Question 8(b)(ii)

Many candidates were able to describe the patterns that could be seen but did not relate their

relevance to the process of photosynthesis. There were some good explanations regarding a drop

in the levels of RUBISCO and many could explain the relevance of chloroplast size but often the

depth of the layers and area of chloroplasts exposed for gas exchange was not fully explained or

was incorrectly related to access to light. A level 3 answer needed to explain these observations in

a bit more detail than a simple statement. There was also a significant number of candidates that

got distracted by the presence of Nitrogen gas and thought the question was relating to the

formation of proteins.
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This response scored six marks because the candidate has explained each feature in

sufficient detail.

Candidates should aim to describe and explain all the information they are given in a table.
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This candidate explained 3 aspects in detail but has not explained the relevance of 

chloroplast size and therefore gained five marks.
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This candidate has explained RUBISCO activity and the size of chloroplasts but got confused

trying to explain the other aspects and so gained three marks.
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This candidate has got confused by the presence of Nitrogen gas and related this to protein

formation but they have successfully described the patterns and given one explanation for

RUBISCO. They gained two marks.
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Question 8(c)(i)

This question presented candidates with a Venn diagram displaying the changes in gene

expression in plants grown in different levels of Nitrogen gas. As the command word used was

determine, one of the marks was allocated to the manipulation of the data supplied. Some

candidates struggled to interpret the diagram and thought that the overlap section related to

plants grown in medium levels rather than being an indication of the genes that were being

expressed or not in the two groups that were tested.
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This is an example of a high scoring response that had clearly manipulated the data to help

explain their answer. This candidate explained the overlap in genes expressed between the

two groups, that there were more changes in the low level group and that both groups

experienced more gene suppression. This response scored three marks.

The command word determine expects that you will manipulate the data given as part of

your answer.

Many candidates scored one mark such as in the example below.
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This candidate described the changes in low levels of Nitrogen gas only.
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Question 8(c)(ii)

Many candidates understood which part of the specification this question was referring to and

could give several examples of epigenetic modification. However, there was one mark for stating

that this was epigenetic modification and one mark for an example of it.
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This is an example of a candidate that has gained full marks. The response names

epigenetic modification and two examples of it.

Candidates must use the term epigenetic modification, not epigenetics to be awarded

marks.
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This response gained no marks. This candidate has not quite explained themselves well

enough to gain credit for their answer. They need an example of epigenetic modification.
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Question 9(a)

This was a compare and contrast question and many gained several marks for this question,

despite the context being slightly unfamiliar but as this formed part of the last question of the

paper, it was designed to be more demanding. Credit was not given to responses that simply

listed the letters of the bases. There was some confusion with the bonds that would hold the

individual components together, with some candidates naming hydrogen bonds, instead of

phosphodiester bonds.
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This response gained full marks and was clearly set out.

Using a linking word such as but or whereas makes the comparison between two molecules

very clear.

108 GCE Biology B 2506 9BI0 01



The candidate can identify some differences between the DNA and RNA but the only

creditworthy point is the presence of phosphodiester bonds.

A Level candidates are expected to recall the names of bases, not just their letters.
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There was no mark for a comparison of length as we have no indication whether this is

relevant in the question. The sugar comparison was correct but the reference to the bases is

incorrect and RNA contains Uracil, DNA does not, is not enough to gain a mark. Overall this

response gains one mark only.
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Question 9(b)

This question assessed candidates on being able to apply their knowledge of PCR in an unfamiliar

context. Two of the marks available were targeted at A grade candidates who would be expected

to work out that before PCR could be carried out, the single strand of RNA would need to be

converted to double stranded DNA using reverse transcriptase and similarly transcription needed

to occur after the process. Many could describe at least one key detail of the PCR process, most

commonly the temperature change was explained.
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This is an example of an excellent response. The candidate has included how the strands 
would be prepared, how RNA strands would be made at the end of the process and 
given a detailed description of the PCR process. They gained all available mark points.

Questions towards the end of the paper will be harder and will expect candidates to apply

their knowledge to unfamiliar situations.
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The candidate has realised that reverse transcription is needed here but have not been 

clear in what it is needed for. They have described a detail of the PCR process for which 

they gain one mark.

Learning the details of processes will ensure that some marks are scored.
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Question 9(c)

A fair number of candidates did not manage their time well enough to answer this question at all 
or only gave a very brief and rushed response. This was because it was the last question on the 

paper. Although the question stated to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of using 
aptamers, many did not refer to or sufficiently refer to, the data given to gain the higher level 
marks that were on offer. Four examples of responses have been included to exemplify what low 
and high scoring responses looked like.
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This response scored full marks and demonstrates that you do not have to write volumes in 
order to access level 3. This response has described 3 patterns from the graph, and 
explained that viruses will not be able to bind to host cells, that there are no error bars so 
we cannot tell the significance of the data and that these could be used for different 

strains of virus but that the virus may mutate and therefore the aptamers may no longer be 

effective.

Always make use of data provided in level-based questions.
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This response also gains full marks. There are descriptions of the data, and advantages that

the virus will not be able to bind to the host cells so the infection cannot spread. They have

stated disadvantages that the aptamers may bind to other molecules and could have

unknown side effects and that the virus may mutate so aptamers may not be effective.
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This is a level 1 answer so two marks are scored. The candidate has not described the data

in sufficient detail although they have included some relevant detail about mutations and

prevention of viral replication.
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This is a level 1 answer and the candidate gains two marks. There is insufficient reference to

the data but some relevant comments are made.

Always give a balanced argument that includes references to the data given.
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Paper Summary

Overall, candidates performed slightly better this series in this paper and many were following 
the instructions given by the command words in the questions. Assimilation of data often proved 
to be challenging for weaker candidates but many demonstrated a good overall knowledge of the 
specification points assessed in this paper. It was particularly encouraging to see the process of 
photosynthesis and the questions requiring application of this knowledge being answered well. 
Centres are clearly using past paper mark schemes and reports to help candidates to prepare for 
the final exams, however, candidates still struggle to form conclusions using data and make 

use of information when supplied in diagram format. The following points have been made in 

previous reports but are still applicable.

Based on the performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Candidates need to ensure that they are competent in the required maths skills for this

specification and that they carefully take note of instructions regarding giving their answer to

a required number of decimal places, significant figures or the inclusion of correct units.

• Working to calculations should be shown.

• Candidates should attempt to answer all multiple choice questions and all questions

where they are asked to name a process or molecule.

• Candidates should identify the command word in the question and ensure that their answers

to 'explain' questions are not simply a description of the data.

• Candidates should look at the number of marks allocated to each question and aim to make

that number of distinct points.

• Levels-based responses should cover all aspects of the question and not just focus on one

piece of data or part of the question being asked.

• All questions should be attempted and candidates should try to pace themselves so that they

have sufficient time to complete the more challenging questions towards the end of the

paper.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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