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Introduction

This paper was typical of previous 9BI01 papers with a range of questions from the
frequently tested specification points and some of the less commonly tested areas. Some of
the more frequently tested topics were in a similar context to the previous year although
there were a few questions where candidates had to apply their knowledge to unfamiliar
situations. Many questions made use of similar command words but there was a significant
number of candidates who still struggled to explain data that was supplied to them.

There were a range of responses in the two levels-based questions and it was evident that
some had been well prepared on how to answer these type of questions, ensuring that they
made use of the data that was supplied to them. In the ten multiple choice questions, there
were also a range of responses with candidates finding the identification of the type of DNA
in mitochondria the most challenging.

The statutory number of maths questions were included in this paper. Many candidates
demonstrated their ability to manipulate data in the maths based questions although it was
noted that a significant number struggled with the calculation of an appropriate ratio when
given data.
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Question 1 (a)

This question was meant to be a straightforward start to the paper, testing candidates
knowledge on the structure of the blood vessels. Many demonstrated that they knew that
both veins and capillaries contain endothelial cells and that veins had valves but there were a
significant number that got one or both of these elements incorrect.

This response demonstrates that the candidate identified both parts of
the question correctly.

Remember that all blood vessels contain endothelial cells as part of
their structure.
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Question 1 (b)

This question proved to be challenging to some candidates. Some who understood what was
being asked in the question referred to hydrostatic pressure but did not relate this to the
pressure being higher at the arteriole end, and therefore did not gain the mark. Candidates
also needed to be clear that this was taking place through the capillary walls.

This is an example of a good answer. The candidate has described
both marking points clearly.

Do not confuse the formation of tissue fluid which is what is formed to
bathe cells with the formation of a tissue.
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Question 2 (b)

This question was generally well answered with many candidates demonstrating that they
had a clear idea of the differences between amylose and amylopectin. It was evident that
many had been prepared well in ensuring that they also include the ways in which the two
structures were similar to each other. Several candidates got the two molecules confused
and they were not clear on stating the differences between the two, due to the way that their
answer was constructed, not due to their lack of knowledge.

This candidate clearly describes the differences at the start of their
response, ensures that they are clear on the isomer of glucose and
then goes on to make clear comparative statements.

Take care to not just describe the two molecules you are asked to
compare in separated statements. Use a linking word such as 'but' or
'whereas'.
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This response only scored 1 of the available marks.

They got confused with the bonds present and were not specific on the
monomer present in the molecules.

7 GCE Biology B 9BI0 01



Question 3 (a)

This question was intended to be fairly straightforward, but candidates were not specific
enough in their answers and often repeated the words "appropriate cells" that were given in
the stem of the question. Some also went on to include information that was tested in the
following question.

This response was clear enough to gain the third mark point, but did
not make it clear that the virus has to bind to the host cell and the
location of the antigens was vague.
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This response clearly demonstrates the first two marking points
although the first part of their response is not relevant.
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Question 3 (b)(i)

Many answered this question well and demonstrated a good knowledge of the processes
that must take place inside the host cell before the number of viruses would be recorded as
increasing. Unfortunately, some gave a good answer but did not relate their points to a time
delay and therefore lost out on being awarded marks.

This response gained all the mark points and made a clear enough
reference to the time delay.

Make sure that you read the whole question and relate each part of
the answer to the time delay.
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Question 3 (b)(ii)

This question tested the ability of candidates to read data from the graph and convert them
from log values. Many could read the graph accurately but then struggled with the second
part of the question. Those that did both steps correctly generally also paid attention to the
need to produce an answer to 3 significant figures in their final answer.

In this response, the candidate has clearly laid out all their steps in the
calculation.

Always include your working as, even if the final answer is not correct,
you may gain some marks.
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Question 4 (a)

This should have been a fairly straightforward question, but it transpires that very few
candidates knew the source of the oxygen in the glucose. The command word in this
question was to name the inorganic molecules and so if candidates wrote the formulae, they
did not gain any credit.

This response clearly demonstrates that the candidate knows the
origin of the inorganic molecules.
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This was a typical response that only scored 1 mark.

Always read the question carefully and if the command word is to
name something, then do not use shorthand.
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Question 4 (c)(i)

This proved to be very challenging as candidates were expected to demonstrate the purpose
of the Calvin Cycle and its contribution to growth, not simply describe it. Many also used up
the answer space describing some of the stages of respiration because they recognised the
name acetate. Some recognition was given in these cases, but many just gave lengthy
descriptions that did not answer the question. Having said this, there were some candidates
who did read all the information provided and applied their knowledge in the appropriate
context.

In this response, it was clear that the candidate realised that the
acetate compound was being used to make the compounds that would
usually be made in the Calvin cycle. They then related their answer to
the compounds being converted to those that could be used for
growth.

They gained 2 marks.
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Question 4 (c)(ii)

This was quite straightforward and answered well by many, but some candidates were
thrown off by the mention of plant based food and the use of renewable energy, so did not
gain the mark available.

This response demonstrates the sort of answer required to gain credit.
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These might be advantages, but they do not relate to the whole
question. So in this case, the candidate did not gain credit.

In this sort of question, think carefully about the information that you
have been provided for the whole question.
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Question 5 (d)(i)

There was a range of responses seen to this question with many demonstrating that they
had a good understanding of the specific immune response, but full marks were only gained
if candidates related the points that they made to the data given. In order to do well in this
question, it was also necessary to read the information above the graph which some failed to
do and therefore their answer was not always given in the correct context.
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This response gained full marks. The candidate clearly relates their
answer to the data provided.
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This response scored 0 marks. There is a reference to the data at the
start, but their explanation has no time reference.

Look to the number of marks on offer for 'explain' questions and then
try to use make the same number of points in your answer, clearly
referencing the data.
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Question 5 (d)(ii)

This question was answered better than Question 5(d)(ii) with many candidates
demonstrating a clear understanding of the difference between the primary and secondary
immune response.

20GCE Biology B 9BI0 01



21 GCE Biology B 9BI0 01



This response gained all the possible marks and clearly explained the
rapid increase in antibody production.

There is no specific time period defined on the x axis but when time is
mentioned, it is expected that candidates will realise that one response
is much quicker than the other.

This response gained 1 mark for the presence of memory cells in the
vaccinated mice, but did not use appropriate terminology to gain any
more marks
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Question 6 (c)

A good number of candidates answered this question well enough to score three of the four
available marks by explaining positions 1-3. There was only a small number that related the
positions of bands 4 and 5 to the mitochondrial DNA. As this question was about analysing
the data provided, there was no credit for describing the process of electrophoresis and if
their answer did not make it clear that they knew the bands were DNA, then they did not get
credit.
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In this response, the candidate gained all the marks on offer by clearly
explaining the positions of bands 1-4.
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In this response the candidate scored 1 mark at the end of their
response. They wrote irrelevant information about the electrophoresis
process in the first part of their response.
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Question 6 (d)(i)

Many named this type of mutation correctly although there were incorrect answers. An
example of a common incorrect answer was the use of the term point mutation, which was
not specific enough to get the mark.

This response demonstrates a clear answer to the question posed.
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Question 6 (d)(ii-iii)

Question 6(d)(ii): This question proved challenging for many and some were thrown by the
use of the word 'structure' and got confused with protein synthesis. There was a good
number that correctly identified the lack of the formation of hydrogen bonds and the impact
that this would have on the structure.

Question 6(d)(iii): This part of the question also proved to be challenging because
candidates were not specific enough in their answer and often failed to use key words such
as anticodon or state where the amino acids were being taken to. The mark scheme
expected paired statements and often candidates showed that they had an understanding of
the process, but gained one point from a paired statement.
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In this response, the candidate scored full marks for both of the
question parts.
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This candidate got confused with protein structure in the first part, but
managed to gain a mark for describing that the anticodon would not
bind to the codon on the mRNA.
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Question 7 (a)(i)

This was quite well answered with many candidates recognising that they needed to refer to
glycolysis. Fewer went into sufficient detail to gain both marks.

This response includes all of the available mark points.
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Question 7 (a)(ii)

In this question, candidates were expected to apply their knowledge of the role of protons in
respiration. A good number demonstrated this, but did not make it clear that the rate at
which they moved through the ATP synthase would be slower. Some demonstrated
knowledge but could not gain credit as they stated that there would be no concentration
gradient and no ATP generation.

This response gained full marks.
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In this response, the candidate said enough for mark point 3 only.
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Question 7 (b)(i)

Many calculated the magnification correctly, but some did not measure carefully enough or
divided the bird size by the size of the image instead.

This candidate has included their working and written the correct
answer in the answer space provided.

Take time to measure any images as carefully as you can.
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This candidate measured the image correctly, but did the calculation
incorrectly.
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Question 7 (b)(ii)

This was poorly answered, suggesting that many candidates need to work on the calculation
of ratios when given information. Many used the correct information but did not give the
simplest ratio or give the ratio the correct way round.

This is an example where the candidate has completed the calculation
correctly.
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Many candidates gave this as their answer.

When asked to calculate a ratio, the part that is second in the ratio (in
this case, mass) should have 1 as its value.
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Question 7 (c)(i)

This was a fairly straightforward question with a range of responses. Many were able to gain
one mark, but did not relate their answer clearly to the investigation that was being carried
out.

This response includes all 3 of the available marks.
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Question 7 (c)(ii)

In this question, there were three graphs and many candidates realised that they needed to
refer to all of them in their answer. However, some spent two long describing and/or
explaining the first graph and therefore restricted their answer to a Level 1 response. To gain
access to the highest level, candidates needed to explain at least two of the graphs but also
make reference to the error bars or lack of them. They also needed to refer to the
significance of the seasons and the size of the birds
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This response gained full marks although there is some irrelevant
detail at the end.
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This candidate has only included a description of each graph and so
their answer is limited to 2 marks
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Question 8 (a)

The key to this question was the timing of the acrosome reaction. Unfortunately, many
candidates demonstrated their knowledge of the enzymes and what they did but did not
relate this to timing, and so gained no credit. Few gained the last point regarding what would
happen if the acrosome reaction was taking place too late.
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This is an example of a response where the candidate addressed all 3
mark points clearly in their answer.

Read the question carefully. Don't be tempted to see a key word and
then write what you know about it without putting it into the context of
the question.

The candidate has gained the third mark point, but not linked their
point on the enzymes to the acrosome reaction taking place too early.
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Question 8 (b)

This question challenged candidates in terms of the information that they needed to
assimilate and in terms of the instructions as to how they were meant to complete their
answer. It is always important to read all the information provided and to try to give a
complete answer when filling out grids or multiple choice questions.

This candidate has read the information and the instructions carefully
and gained 3 out of the 4 available marks.
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This candidate has not completed all boxes and so could not gain any
marks.
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Question 8 (c)

Many candidates were able to pick up at least one of the marking points here, but it was
surprising that so few made the link to epigenetic modification in their answer. Again, marks
were not obtained if the candidate had not made their answer specific to the question being
asked. A number used the whole answer space to include detail on how the gene would be
switched off but would usually only gain the first mark point.

This response was given credit for epigenic modification and therefore
also gained full marks. It is included here because they have given a
good example of how mark points 3 and 4 could be achieved.

Always relate the material that you have covered in the course to the
context of the question.
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This response clearly relates DNA-methylation to the context of the
question and although they did not mention epigenetic modification,
they gained the other 3 mark points.
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Question 8 (d)(i)

Surprisingly here many reused the work 'knockout' in their answer which meant that a
significant number of candidates repeated the stem of the question. As the question also
stated, they needed to relate their definition to the context of the question which was what
the second mark point was aimed at.

The candidate has not made their answer specific to the context and
therefore would not gain any credit. They have also not defined the
term 'knockout' and therefore gained no marks.

This answer has demonstrated that they understand the meaning of
the term and explained it in the context of the question.
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Question 8 (d)(ii)

This question tested candidates skills on what should be considered in an experiment to test
the fertility of these mice. They were expected to think about the other factors that could
affect fertility such as ensuring that the females were fertile, of breeding age and had an
appropriate diet. They also needed to give consideration to how fertility could be measured
and there were some interesting answers such as testing fertilised eggs and the number of
eggs laid. Candidates that scored highly here had included something such as counting the
successful pregnancies or offspring produced and comparing this value with a control group.

This response gained a mark for the use of fertile females but got
confused as to how the experiment should be conducted.
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This is a good example of a response that gained full marks.

Read the question carefully to determine the independent and
dependent variables in the design of an experiment and make sure
you include them in your answer.
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Question 9 (a)(i)

There was a range of responses to this question with many candidates demonstrating that
they knew what must be taking place. It was felt that those candidates that only gained some
of the available marks, did not study the graph carefully enough before answering the
question but those that did would gain the mark relating to the yolk sac.

This candidate has clearly explained what is taking place following
fertilisation and gained full marks.
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This response scored mark point 2 from the mark scheme, but was not
clear enough in their response to gain any other marks.

If there is data given, make sure you study it before answering the
question.
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Question 9 (a)(ii)

This question proved challenging to candidates with many simply describing the data. The
emphasis here was on giving conclusions but good answers were able to conclude which
structures were responsible for each type of globin.

This response has some description in the middle but there is a clear
conclusion at the start of their answer and reference to the different
structures and the types of globin they are responsible for at the end.
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An example of another response that gained full marks. This may
seem a little descriptive but they have used the data and said what
they can conclude from it.
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This response gained 0 marks. The candidate was not specific about
the type of globin being synthesised and the rest of their response is
simply a description of the data.

In a question that asks for conclusions, do not simply just describe the
data. You need to think, "what is the data telling me?".
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Question 9 (a)(iii)

Many candidates could read the values off the graph correctly, but some then divided their
answer by the incorrect value. There were some who generated the correct answer but did
not give it to 2 decimal places or failed to include the correct units and so missed out on the
second mark.

This candidate has clearly shown their working and given their answer
to 2 decimal places and included the correct units.
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This candidate has the correct working but only scored 1 mark because
they omitted the units from their answer.
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Question 9 (b)(i)

Many candidates were able to calculate the ratio correctly although some did not read the
instructions carefully enough and did not calculate the number of people without SCD, so
their ratio was incorrect.

This candidate has shown their working clearly and placed the final
ratio in the answer space provided.
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Unfortunately, the candidate has calculated the incorrect ratio and
therefore scores 0 marks.
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Question 9 (b)(ii)

This question has a wide range of responses and many candidates demonstrated a good
understanding of SCD but were limited in their score because they did not refer to the
information that was given to them in the previous part of the question. There was also a fair
few that saw the word 'ethics' in the question and then concentrated their answer on this
aspect of the question which limited them to Level 1. A good answer needed to demonstrate
an understanding of SCD, how the stem cells were being modified and the implications of
using stem cells from the patient.
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This response covered the manipulation of the gene, the use of the
patient's own stem cells and the lack of an immune response and also
addresses ethical issues and disadvantages and so gained full marks.
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This was a Level 1 response. There are 2 points made at the start of the
response.

In the last question of the paper, it is likely you will need to include
information from the previous question part. When questions use the
word discuss, you are likely to need to include several different parts
to your answer.
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Paper Summary

Overall, the paper worked as intended with the exception of Question 8(b) and some
excellent responses were seen demonstrating not only an excellent knowledge of the
syllabus, but also a clear understanding of the command words. Centres are clearly using
past paper mark schemes and reports to help candidates to perform to the best of their
ability, but candidates still struggle with the application of knowledge in photosynthesis,
microbiology and immunology based questions. The following points have been made in
previous reports but are still applicable.

Based on the performance of this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Candidates need to ensure that they are competent in the required maths skills for this
specification and that they carefully take note of instructions regarding giving their answer
to a required number of decimal places, significant figures or the inclusion of correct units.
Working to calculations should be shown.
Candidates should attempt an answer at all multiple choice questions and read the
instructions carefully to any grid based questions.
Candidates should identify the command word in the question and ensure that their
answers to 'explain' questions are not simply a description of the data.
Candidates should look at the number of marks allocated to each question and aim to
make that number of distinct points.
Levels-based responses should cover all aspects of the question and not just focus on one
piece of data or part of the question being asked.
All questions should be attempted and candidates should try to pace themselves so that
they have sufficient time to complete the more challenging questions towards the end of
the paper.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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